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Today's issue is easy-peasy. Why? Because I wrote most of it a long time ago. 
 
Not without difficulty I retrieved a copy of a letter I wrote to Gigi  last year.  With 
even more difficulty I figured out how to convert file formats and insert it here, 
beginning next page. 
  
The Campers have seen this letter before outlining in painful detail the family history 
with canoes and my reasons for seeking an OSAGIAN CARGO CANOE. I will not 
repeat it all again.  
 
The main point of this BLAB is to report that in keeping with long standing tradition, 
Carol has given me a really great birthday present, the canoe I've been seeking for 
years. On my 40th birthday she gave me The Load Boat, one of the last ten 
Grumman 18 footers ever made. Now, precisely 33 years later, she has given me  an 
OSAGIAN 17 MISSOURIAN CARGO CANOE. Like the Load Boat, it is a discontinued 
model. (You can buy a new one in Denmark for only 15,999 DK.) 
 
I'll let you read the back story first. 
 
 
Turn the page.....

GRAMPA'S BROWNS CORNER 

BLAB 5-20-20 

Birthday Edition 
whose birthday?  
Why, mine of course. 
Me, Grampa, The Old Guy 
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 Here are some background pictures: 
 
Actually I did not take this picture of 
Old Man Grumman demonstrating 
his unsinkable canoe. I include it 
here just to reassure worried 
mommies. Due to blocks of 
styrofoam built into bow and stern, 
you can't sink these things. 
 
 
This comparison picture is outdated of course because I sold THE INCREDIBLE 
SISTERS. I bought a new (old) Osagian 15, now badged as THE INCREDIBLE 
SISTERS 2.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Old outdated picture) 
 
 

 
The Incredible 
Sisters 2.0 , 
Osagian 15 
bought in NJ 
last Octoer:
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This picture lets you see the higher sides on the Osagian 15,  rear, compared to 
Grumman 15, front. The Osagian 15 is also 1-1/2 inches wider and thus more stable. 
I'm sure you all recall from Naval Architecture 1.01 that stability increases with the 
cube of the water plane width, thus (37.5 / 36) raised to the third power reveals that 
the Osagian 15 is 13% more stable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new Bob's Brownwater Boating (tm) fleet: 
 

Left to right, the Grumman Sport Boat 15 (cargo canoe) , the Osagian 17 
Missourian Cargo,  The Load Boat (still in great shape after 33 years), and 
Nick's No Name (Grumman 15). Naval architects agree that 
 
 
You might rightly ask why i need all these canoes. Infact, I don't. I'm planning 
to sell the Sport Boat and Nick's No Name as soon as it stops raining. 
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Here is another view. Convenient to have a tree house close by for 
photography. 

 
You can really see the difference between the fat boats and the traditional 
canoes. The Osagian 17 Missourian Cargo and the Grumman 
Sportboat can both carry about a half ton of cargo and were 
sold mostly to fishermen and moose hunters. really. The guys 
who own them love them and that's why it is so hard to find 
them for sale. 
 
The new canoe has a 5 hp Tohatsu motor, a Japanese made 
outboard with a very good reputation. Runs very quietly. 
 
 
In the interest of getting to press and getting some work done, 
I'll stop here. 
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Contemplated near-future BLABS include  
 

• ART issue recognizing our dear friend John Bisignano 

• Tools 'n Tractors issue, important to those who know and love such 

• Gardens issue. Lots of cool stuff happening here. 

 

      

    MEANWHILE, STAY HEALTHY, Y'ALL.  


